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Talk Abstract:  During the summer and fall 2004, a team of archaeologists, historians and soil 
scientists from New York City conducted a subsurface testing program to identify remains of the 
19th century Central Park settlement of Seneca Village.  Located between 81st and 89th Streets on 
the Upper West Side of Manhattan, the site of Seneca Village was an established, integrated 
community of freed African slaves and European immigrants.  Founded in the 1820s, this 
community was a stable population of working and farming families who were swept out of their 
homes by the creation of Central Park in the late 1850s.  Most remnants of the village have since 
been forgotten or lost.  Recent renewed interest in the memory of Seneca by local historians 
inspired archaeologists to test for any remaining physical evidence of the settlement.  As team 
geoarchaeologist, I conducted minimally invasive sampling of the subsurface for indicators of 
site preservation.  This talk will highlight the history and social significance of Seneca Village 
and summarize results of the testing program. 
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